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Kum Ba Yah 
 

Chorus:  
Kum ba ya, my Lord, Kum ba ya.    (C, F, C) 
Kum ba ya, my Lord, Kum ba ya.   (C, F, G7) 
Kum ba ya, my Lord, Kum ba ya.   (C, F, C) 
Oh, Lord, kum ba ya.     (F, C, G7, C) 
 
Verse 1: 
 Someone’s crying, Lord, Kum ba ya. 
 
2.  Someone’s praying, Lord… 
 
3.  Someone’s singing, Lord… 
 
4.  Someone’s laughing, Lord… 
 

 
"Kumbayah" is a spiritual song from the 1930s. It means “come by here” in the 
Gullah Creole dialect. It enjoyed newfound popularity during the folk revival of the 
1960s, and is a favorite campfire song to this day.  


